
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 21 June 2011] 

 p4476b-4476b 
Mr John Day 

 [1] 

MINISTER FOR PLANNING — VISIT TO UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CANADA 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.01 pm]: From Saturday, 9 April until Wednesday, 
20 April, I travelled to Boston, New York, Vancouver, Portland and San Francisco on ministerial business. The 
travelling delegation included the Director General of Planning, my principal policy adviser and my planning 
policy adviser. The objectives of the travel are outlined in detail in the report, which I will table.  

My office was more than ably assisted by the Perth and international offices of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade in the organisation of some extremely valuable meetings, including with the Australian 
Consul-General in New York, Phillip Scanlan, and the Office of the Mayor at the City of San Francisco. Other 
meetings and briefings included a meeting and tour of revitalised public spaces in New York with Fred Kent, 
president of Project for Public Spaces; a meeting and tour of the Museum of Modern Art in New York with 
world-renowned director Glenn Lowry; a tour of the National Museum of the American Indian in New York; a 
very insightful meeting with directors and curators at the American Museum of Natural History in New York; a 
briefing by the City of Vancouver, focusing on infill development and waterfront revitalisation; a briefing on 
Vancouver’s integrated transport system by TransLink Vancouver; a briefing and tour of the Museum of 
Anthropology at the University of British Columbia; and a meeting with the principals of Calthorpe Associates, a 
leading planning consultancy in the United States.  

In summary, the planning challenges facing our North American counterparts are very similar to those 
confronting Western Australia. The integration of land use and transport planning, rapid transit systems and 
regional planning, and the importance of communicating change effectively, are just some of the common 
themes I encountered. I am also hopeful that as a result of my travel and the hard work of the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia, partnerships in the arts arena between Perth and the United States, particularly New York, 
will continue to evolve. 

Perhaps the most heartening aspect of my travel was to witness the results of hard decision making in order to 
achieve good planning outcomes. As the report details, the importance of cultural facilities to creating cities of 
international note was also very apparent and something that I intend to pursue in my other portfolio area of 
culture and the arts. I am pleased to now table the report.  

[See paper 3493.]  
 


